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RURAL  DISTRICT  OF  DROOTICH 


ANNUAL  RSPORT  OF  MDDICAL.  0FFIC3R. OF  HDALTH  FOR  TED  Y3AR  1948. 


Public  Health  Department, 
31,  Ombersley  Street, 
Droitwich. 


To  the  Chairman  and  Members  of  the 
Droitwich  Rural  District  Council. 


Gentlemen, 

I have  the  honour  to  present  my  Annual  Report  on  the  health  of 
the  Rural  District  for  the  year  1948, 

The  report  is  divided  into  the  following  sections 

Section  A,  Statistics  and  Social  Conditions  of 
the  area. 

Section  B.  General  Provision  of  Health  Services 
for  the  area, 

. Section  C,  Sanitary  Circumstances  of  the  area« 

Section  D.  Housing, 

Section  B.  Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Section  F.  Prc-valonce  of  and  control  over 
Infectious  Disease. 


Section  A. 


STATISTICS  IND  SOCI^X  CONDITIONS  OF  THU  ARDA. 


Area  in  Acres  , . . , . . ... 

Number  of  inhabited  houses  (end  of  1948) 
according  to  Rate  Books  , . , ... 

Rateable  Value  ...  ...  ... 

Sum  represented  by  one  penny  rate  . . . 

Registrar  General's  estimate  of  resident 
population  (mid  1947)  ,., 


51,453. 

4,120. 
^78,941. 
£c,333 , 5s  , 8d. 

13,440. 


VIT/iL  STATISTICS 

Live  Births 

Males,  Females. 

Total , 

Legitimate 

Illegitimate 

128.  103, 

10.  5. 

231. 

15. 

Birth 

Birth 

Rate  per  1,000  estimated  population 

Bate  for  England  and  Wales  for  the  same  period 

18.3 

17.9 
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Males . 

Females 

Still  ; 

Births 

Legitimate 

2. 

1. 

Illegitimate 

— 

1. 

Males . 

Females 

Deaths 

From  all  cause? 

76. 

58. 

Death  rate  per  1,000 

estimated  pc>pulation 

Death  rate  fo?‘  England  and  j^/ales 

Deaths 

of  Infants  unc.or  One 

Year  of  Ago. 

Jialcs , Females . 

LegitimatG  3.  3. 

Iliogitima'^'^3 

Infantile  ..lortality  Rato  for  the  Year 
Infantilis  ’Mortality  Rats  for  England,  and  «Valcs 
f;^r  the-  same  period 

Deaths  from  Snoc ial  Causes 


Deaths  from  Cancer  21c 

Deaths  from  iJcasles 
Deaths  from  ^Vhooping  Cough 

Deaths  from  Diarrhoea  (under  2 years  of  age) 

Causes  of  Death  Males . 

Typhoid  & Paratyphoid  Fevers 
Cerebro-e.pinal  fever 
Scarlet  Fever 

V'/h Doping:  Cough  1 

Diphtheria 

Tuberculosis  of  Respiratory  System  2 

Other  forms  of  Tuberculosis 

Syphilitic  Diseases  1 

Influenza 

Measles 

Acute  Polio-myelitie  & Polio-encephalitis 

Acute  Infective  Encephalitis 

Cancer  of  buccal  cavity  oc  oesophagus  5 uterus 


Cancer  of  Stomach  and  Duodenum 
Cancer  of  Breast 

Cancer  of  all  other  sites  11 

Diabetes  1 

Intracranial  vascular  lesions  5 

Heart  diseases  22 

Other  diseases  of  circulatory  system  4 

Bronchitis  3 

Pneumonia  2 

Other  Respiratory  Diseases  2 

Ulcer  of  Stomach  or  Duodenum  1 

DiarrhoG'*^  under  2 years  1 

Appendicitis  1 

Other  digestive  diseases  2 

Nephritis  5 

Puerperal  and  post-abortive  sepsis 
Other  maternal  causes 


Total o 


3 . 

1. 

Total . 


134. 

9.9 

10.8 


Total . 

6. 


2^ . 3 


34. 


1948. 

19. 

1. 

1. 

Females . 


3 

1 


2 

1 

5 

10 

14 

3 

1 

5 

1 


1 
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Males.  Females. 

Premature  birth 

Congenital  malformations,  birth  injury  and 
infantile  diseases 
Suicide 

Road  Traffic  accidents 
Other  violent  causes 
All  other  causes 


Section  B. 

General  Provision  of  Health  Services  for  the  /trea 

Q- ^ Public  Health  Officers  of  the  Authority. 

Margarets.  Pell,  M.B.  ,CH.B.  jD.P.H.  ,D.C  .H.  , 
Medical  Officer  of  Hr«alth. 

R.  P.  Fry,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A.,  A.M.Inst.P.C . , 
Surveyor  and  Sanitary  Inspector. 

D.  G.  Carter,  M.R.San.I.,  M.S.I.A  , 

Additional  Sanitary  Inspector. 


^ ) Laboratory  Service 

These  are  provided  at  the  County  Council's  Laboratory  in 
Worcester. 

c ) Ambulance  Service 

Under  the  provisions  of  the  National  Health  Service  21ct  1946, 
ambulance  facilities  are  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

d ) Nursing  in  the  Home 

Nursing  services  are  provided  by  the  County  Council. 

Seven  District  Nurse -Midwives  are  vv'orking  in  the  rural  district, 
and  in  most  instrances  those  nurses  undertake  the  duties  of  Health 
Visitors  for  their  district. 

® ^ Hospitals 

The  district  is  served  by  general  hospitals  in  Worcester, 
Kidderminster  and  Birmingham. 

C?>ses  of  Infectious  Disease  needing  hospital  treatment  are 
removed  to  Hill  Top  Isolation  Hospital,  Bromsgrovo. 

Cases  of  Tuberculosis  are  admitted  to  Knightwick  Sanatorium 
and  Hill  Top  Isolation  Hosnital. 

f ) Clinics 

The  district  is  served  by  the  County  Council’s  Infant  'Welfare 
Clinics  at  DroitV'/ich,  Worcester,  Ombersley,  Stourport, 

Cutnall  Green  and  Cj^onrie  and  Antenatal  Clinics  at  V/orc ester, 
Lroitwich  and  Stourport. 

A new  Infant  '/elfare  Centre  at  Hartlebury  •'vas  opened  early  in 
1948. 
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Section  C , 


S\FIT\HY  GIRCmT3T\NC7.S  0?  TH:^  \R3A. 

1 . V/ater  Supply 

The  parish  of  Worth  Clnines  and  parts  of  St. Martin  County, 
V'/arndon  and  Hindi  ip  are  supolied  with  water  purchased  by  the 
Council  in  bulk  from  the  County  Borough  of  /i/orc ester  and 
distributed  through  the  Council's  mains. 

The  source  of  this  supply  is  the  River  Severn  and  proved 
sufficient  in  quantity  and  quality  throughout  the  year. 

The  parishes  of  Dodderhill,  Upton  'Ji/arren  and  part  of  the  parish 
of  Hadzor  are  supnlied  from  the ' mains  of  the  Bast  Worcestorshire 
'''^atcrxzorks  Company,  as  they  lie  within  the  limits  of  the 
Company's  statutory  area  of  supply. 

This  supply  was  satisfactory  throughout  the  year. 

Seventy  three  properties  within  the  Parish  of  Hartlebury  are 
served  with  piped  water  from  a borehole  in  private  ownership 
and  this  supply  proved  to  be  satisfactory  during  the  year. 

Twenty  nine  properties  in  the  Summerfield  area  of  the  Hartlebury 
parish  are  served  from  the  Kidderminster  mains. 

Twenty  four  council  houses  in  the  village  of  Orabersley  have  a 
piped  water  supply  from  the  Council's  borehole. 

The  sunply  from  this  borehole  continued  to  bo  good  both  in 
quantity  and  quality  throufrhout  the  year  and  could  very  v>rell 
serve  other  properties  in  the  village. 

Apart  from  those  parishes  mentioned  above,  the  remainder  of 
the  rural  district  derives  its  water  supply  mainly  from  shallow 
wells.  In  many  cases  the  supply  from  these  is  unsatisfactory 
both  in  quality  and  quantity. 

Of  nineteen  samples  taken  from  shallow  wells  during  the  year, 
sixteen  wore  reported  by  the  County  /uialyst  to  be  unfit  for 
drinking  purposes. 


It  is  hoped  that  the  Council  v'/ill  press  forward  with  schemes  to 
provide  the  district  with  a piped  water  supply. 

The  following  list  of  shallow  wells  were  sampled  during  iAU8. 


Date 


12/3/48. 

25/3/48. 

4/5/48. 

10/5/48. 

27/5/48. 

10/6/48. 

28/6/48, 

13/7/48, 

9/8/48. 

16/9/48. 

23/9/48. 

5/10/48. 

5/10/48. 


Address 


Park  Cottage,  Ombersley, 

The  Mill,  Doverdale . 

St.  Elmo,  Martin  Hussingtree, 
The  Hurst,  Fornhill  Heath. 
Retreat  Cottage.  Fcrnhill  Heath 
Himbleton  School 
The  Gardens,  Crossway  Green. 
Jacobs  Ladder  Lane,  Clainos, 
Hurst  Cottage,  Fernhill  Heath, 

7 A 8,  Council  Houses,  Cnov;lo. 
V/illow  Cottage,  Bradley  Green. 
Lo^'^er  Hoi lowfi elds  Farm,  . ■ . 

Stock  Green. 

7 & 8,  Council  Houses,  Crov^rle. 


Source  of 

Result 

SuuRly 

V/ell. 

Unfit . 

Well. 

Fit. 

Well. 

Fit . 

Well. 

Unfit . 

Well. 

Unfit , 

Well. 

Unfit . 

Well. 

Unfit . 

Well. 

Unfit . 

Well. 

Fit . 

Well. 

Unfit . 

Well. 

Unfit. 

Well, 

Unfit . 

Well. 

Unfit . 
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Date . 


5/10/48. 

5/10/48. 

6/10/48. 

19/10/48. 

19/11/48. 

30/11/48. 


Address . 


9 & 10,  Council  Houses, 
11  & 12,  Council  Houses, 


Crowle . 
CrowlG . 


Netherwood  Cottage, 
Rectory  Farm,  Upton 
Council  Houses,  Hay 
Rectory  Farm,  Upton 


Oddingley . 
Warren 
Lane,  Ombersley 
Vi/arrcn. 


Source  of 
Supply. 

Result 

Well. 

Unfit. 

Well. 

Unfit . 

Well. 

Unfit. 

Well, 

Unfit . 

•o  Well. 

Unfit . 

1 — 1 

1 — 1 
P 

b 

Unfit. 

^ • Sewerage  & Sewage  Disposal 

The  projected  schemes  for  the  parishes  of  Hartlebury,  Ombersley, 
Crowle  and  Dodderhill  were  advanced  during  the  year  and  reached 
the  stage  of  submission  to  the  County  Council.  In  the  case  of 
Hartlebury  where  the  proposed  disposal  is  by  pumping  main  to  the 
Kidderminster  Joint  Works,  negotiations  were  opened  with  the 
Kidderminster  Borough  Council  and  the  Stourport  U.D.C.,  as  to  the 
terms  for  reception  and  treatment  of  the  sewaee  and  there  appears 
to  be  some  hope  that  terms  will  be  agreed. 

All  the  schemas  are  urgently  required,  but  especially  in  the 
case  of  Hartlebury  and  Crowle  where  the  present  disposal  gives 
rise  to  public  nuisance. 

The  plant  at  Fernhlll  Heath  continues  to  qive  a satisfactory 
effluent. 

3 . Refuse  Collection  and  Disposal 

Refuse  collection  is  carried  out  by  the  Council  in  the  whole  of 
the  area.  Collection  is  made  by  Council  employees  using  hired 
vehicles,  A fortniahtly  collection  in  the  villages  and  a monthly 
collection  in  the  outlying  areas  v/as  made  during  the  year. 

Disposal  of  refuse  is  by  controlled  tipning  Awith  the  use  of 
clinker  as  a covering  material, 

Detai  is  of  the  cost  of  refuse  collection  and  disposal  during 
last  financial  years  ending  31st  March  arc  qiven  belov/  s- 


1945-46.  1 

1946-47. 

1947-48. 

1948-49. 

Hire  of  Vehicles 

Wages 

£2470. 

£ 911. 

£2440. 

£10  9 6 . 

£2591. 

£1080. 

£2345. 

£1478. 

Totals 

£3381 . 

1 

i 

£3536.  1 £3671. 

£3823 . 

Salvas’c  is  collected  in  conjunction  a, vith  refuse  collection,  the 
amounts  collected  are  shown  in  the  follo”dng  table  t- 


1 

./cinht. 

Value , 

Tons . 1 

Cwts. 

Ors . 

d..  J 

s . 

d. 

Waste  -f^aper 

29, 

- 

- 

1 

200. 

10. 

1. 

Mixed  Rags 

14. 

- 

14. 

15. 

- 

Scrap  Iron 

4. 

9. 

- 

8. 

3. 

2. 

Totals 

34. 

3. 

j. 

223. 

II 

• 11 

CD  jj 

1 11 

3. 
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Section  D . 

HOUSING 

In  my  last  annual  nenort  I stnessed  the  great  need  for  improving  the 
housins:  conditions  in  the  district,  and  again  I wish  to  draw  the 
attention  of  the  Council  to  the  urgent  need  for  re-housing  families 
who  are  at  present  living  in  overcrowded  or  insanitary  conditions. 

Many  houses  in  the  district  are  considered  to  be  suitable  only  for 
demolition  and  it  is  hoped  that  cOS  the  building  of  nev^  houses  proceeds 
it  will  be  possible  to  deal  v/ith  these  unfit  houses. 

The  following  is  a summary  of  the  housing  v/ork  carried  out  during 
the  year  s- 


Number  of  new  houses  erected  during  the  year  s- 


(i)  By  the  local  authority  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

(ii)  By  other  local  authorities  (Worcester  City  in  R.D.C.Area) 

(iii)  By  other  bodies  or  persons  ...  ...  ...  ... 


1.  Inspection  of  dwelling-houses  during  the  year 

1.  (a)  Total  number  of  dwelling-houses  inspected  for  housing 

defects  (under  Public  Health  or  Housing  Acts)  ... 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 

2.  (a)  Number  of  dv/clling-housos  (included  under  sub-head 

(l)  above)  v/hich  were  inspected  and  recorded  under  the 
Housing  Consolidated  Regulations,  1925  and  1932 

(b)  Number  of  inspections  made  for  the  purpose  ... 


3.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  found  to  bo  in  a state  so 

dangerous  or  injurious  to  health  as  to  bo  unfit  for 
human  habitation  ...  ...  ...  ... 

4.  Number  of  dwelling-houses  (exclusive  of  those  referred 
to  under  the  preceding  sub-head)  found  tot  to  be  in  all 
respects  reasonably  fit  for  human  habitation 


2.  Remedy  of  defects  during  the  year  v/ithout  service  of  formal 

noticos~_^-  ""  ~ ^ ~ 


28 


84. 


5. 


27. 


104, 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


20. 


Number  of  defective  dwelling-houses  rendered  fit  in 
consequence  of  informal  action  by  the  local  authority 
or  their  officers  ...  ...  ...  ...  ... 

^ • Action  under  statutory  rowers  during  the  year  :- 

(a)  Proceedings  under  sections,  9,10  and  16  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936i 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  wore  served  requiring  repairs  ...  ... 

(2)  Number  of  durelling-houscs  v/hich  wore  rendered  fit 
after  service  of  formal  notices  :- 

(a ) By  owners  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

(b ) By  local  authority  in  default  of  o’^ners  ... 


20. 


Nil. 


Nil. 

Nil. 
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(b)  ProcGGdings  under  Public  Health  4cts  : 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

notices  were  served  requiring  defects  to  be 
remedied  *00  *00  «o» 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  which  defects  were 
remedied  after  service  of  formal  notices 

(a ) By  owners  ••o  •••  » e • ••• 

(b ) By  local  authority  in  default  of  owners  ... 

(c)  Proceedings  under  sections  11  and  13  of  the 
Housing  Act,  1936: 

(1)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  in  respect  of  which 

Demolition  Orders  were  made  ...  ...  ...  . . . 

(2)  Number  of  dwelling-houses  demolished  in  pursuance 

of  Demolition  Orders  ...  ...  

(d)  Proceedings  under  section  12  of  the  Housing  Act, 1936: 

(1)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  made  


1. 


1. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


Nil. 


(2)  Number  of  separate  tenements  or  underground  rooms  in 
respect  of  which  Closing  Orders  were  determined,  the 
tenement  or  room  having  been  rendered  fit  ...  ...  Nil. 

4.  Housing  Act,  1936. -Part  IV. - Overcrowding 


(a)  (i)  Number  of  dwellings  overcrowded  at  the  end  ) 

of  the  year  ...  ...  ...  ...  ...3 


(ii)  Number  of  families  dwelling  therein  ... 
(iii)  Number  of  persons  dv/elling  therein  ... 


. . • ^ 

j 

0 0 0 ' 


) 


(b)  Number  of  new  cases  of  overcrowding  reported  during  ) 

) 

(c ) (i)  Number  of  cases  of  overcrowding  relieved  ) 

during  the  year  ...  ...  ...  . . . . ) 

) 

...  ^ 


(ii)  Number  of  persons  concerned  in  such  cases 


(iii)  Number  of  houses  again  overcrov/ded  after  being  | 
previously  relieved  ...  ...  ...  ....  ) 


No 

detailed 
figures 
available . 
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Camping  Sites  and  Temporary  Dwellings 

The  licenced  camping  grounds  mainly  situated  near  the  River  Severn 
were  again  fully  occupied  during  the  holiday  periods  and  wore  kept 
under  regular  supervision  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors. 

The  very  assorted  and  growing  collection  of  tempor.ary  dwellings 
along  and  near  the  riverside  at  Holt  Fleet  seriously  depreciates 
the  amenities  of  the  district  and  it  is  hoped  that  when  conditions 
permit  vigorous  action  will  be  taken  to  improve  this. 


Section  B. 

Inspection  and  Supervision  of  Food. 

Regular  inspections  of  premises  where  food  is  prepared,  stored, 
or  sold  were  made  by  the  Sanitary  Inspectors  during  the  year,  and 
conditions  generally  were  found  to  be  satisfactory. 


The  following  articles  of  fo'^d  i,vore  cohdemned  during  the  year  J- 


Ho,  of  Tins 

lbs . 

ozs . 

Sugar 

83. 

Blackberries 

2 

- 

19^2-  « 

Milk 

1 (2pt) 

~ 

Milk 

1 ((ifpt) 

— 

I 

Beans 

1 

- 

16-2- 

Sun  Maid  Raisins 

- 

30. 

- 

Hazel  Huts 

- 

381. 

- 

Bacon 

- 

13. 

- 

Salad  Dressing  (J  gallon) 

- 

- 

- 

Marmalade 

53 

3 9-|. 

- 

Orange  Juice 

1 

- 

- 

Peaches 

2 

2. 

- 

Rhubarb 

1 

1. 

si- 

Milk  Production  & Distribution 


Registrations  required  by  the  Milk  and  Dairies  Regulations  were 
as  follows 


Registered  Dairy  Farms 
" Producers 

" Purveyors 


166. 

144. 

71. 


The  follov/ing  licences  issued  by  the  County  Council  to  producers 
of  designated  milk  within  the  rural  district  were  in  force  at  the 
31st  December,  1948 


Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  27. 

Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  ...  15. 

The  following  licences  were  issued  under  the  Milk  (Special 
Designations)  Regulations  by  the  Council  s- 

Principal  Pasteurisers  Licences  ...  3. 

Dealers  for  Tuberculin  Tested  Milk  ...  3. 

Accredited  Milk  ...  ...  3. 

Supplementary  Licence  to  sell 

Pasteurised  Milk  ...  ...  2. 
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Rodont  Control 


During  tho  year  the  general  survey  v/p.s  comnlcted  end  with  the  exception 
of  the  refuse  tip  at  Battenton  no  major  infestations  v/oro  found. 

Poisoning  operations  were  carried  out  at  every  place  where 
infestations  were  found  namely  at  12  business  premises  and  29  private 
dwellings.  Of  these  two  cases  v/orc  infestations  by  mice  and  tho 
remainder  wore  rat  infestation. 

Routine  treatment  of  the  Council's  refuse  tips  and  sowers  was 
carried  out  and  also  tho  sev/'^ye  v/orhs  at  Pornhill  Heath. 

Tho  sowers  at  Bcrnhill  Heath  and  Ombersley  showed  no  signs  of 
infestation,  and  satisfactory  primary  and  secondary  poisoning 
operations  were  carried  out  at  B'^ttenton  tip  during  the  year 


Section  F. 


PRBVALtHCB  OF  & COHTROL  OVBR  IHFBCTIOUS  DISB.tSS 


Diphtheria  Immunisation 

Under  the  provisions  of  tho  Hottional  Health  Service  Act  1946, 
children  can  be  immunised  against  Diphtheria,  free  of  cost,  by  their 
own  doctor  or  at  one  of  the  County  Council's  Clinics. 


The  following  table  shove’s  tho  number  of  children  who  were  immunised 
durina  the  year 


Humber  of  chil'^.ren  who  completed 
a course  of  primary  immunisation 
in  the  ^authority's  area  during 

1948. 

Humber  of  children  who  were 
given  a Secondary  or  re- 
inforcing injection  duriny 
tho  year. 

1 

Under 

5 yrs . 

5-14 
years . 

Total . 

Under  14  years. 

159. 

9. 

168, 

1 

I 

1 

1 

I 

i 

! 

1 

1 

1 

I 

1 

1 

! 

1 

1 

1 

o f 

1 

lO  1 

1 

1 

! 

1 

! 

! 

i 

1 

1 

1 

1 

Ho  case  of  diphtheria  ’VPs  notified  in  the  district  duriny  the  year. 

Ho  serious  outbreak  of  infectious  disease  occurred  in  the  district 
duriny  the  year. 

Theincidcncc  of  notifiable  disease  during  1948  is  shovrn  in  the 
follov^ring  table  s- 
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The  Incidence  of  coses  cf  Notifiable  Disease  during  1948  is  shovm  in  the  following  table 
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The  followir.g  table  shows  the  occurrence  of  Infectious  Disease  in  Parishes  durin'^  the  year 


4 


* 4. 


TUBERCULOSIS 


New  Cases  and  Deaths  notified  during  1948  (excluding  transferred 
deaths ) 


cases 


Respiratory. 

Non-Re spiratory. 

Respiratory. 

Non-Respira,tory 

Mo 

F. 

Mo 

F. 

M. 

Fo 

M. 

Fo 

3c 

1. 

1. 

1. 

2c 

2. 

- 

DEATHS 


Cases  remaining  on  Register  at 
end  of  December  1947 


Cases  remaining 
end  of  December 


on  Renristor  at 
1948 


, Pulmonary. 

Non-Pulmonary 

r- 

j M. 

1 

F. 

M. 

F. 

i 23. 

27. 

7. 

3. 

24. 

25  0 

L 

8. 

4. 

Ue  are. 

Your  obedient  Servants, 

MARG  \RET  C.  FEI.Lc 

Medical  Officer  of  Health. 

R.  F.  FRY, 

Surveyor  k Chief  Sanitary  Officer. 
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